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of dragoons, to whom every excess was permitted;
these were the dragonnades. At the same time a great
number of temples were demolished under the pretext
that they were unauthorized, and the Calvinists were
forbidden to assemble in the open air for the purpose
of worship.

In order to escape these annoyances many Protes-
tants were resigned to declare themselves Catholics;
the intendants exaggerated the number of conversions,
and Louis XIV., believing that there were almost no
Protestants in France, revoked the Edict of Nantes
(1685) because it was useless. He ordered all the
pastors to leave the kingdom within fifteen days under
pain of the galleys.

Then the persecution changed in character. It was
no longer a question of conversion; all the Protestants
were reputed to have passed over to Catholicism; they
were called the "new converts." But they refused to
show any proof of Catholicism, to go to mass, to com-
mune, to confess, to receive extreme unction; they
continued to bring up their children in their religion,
to hold their worship, to receive their pastors in secret,
even to hold their assemblies in the open air in some
out of the way place, "in the desert/' as they were
accustomed to say. Many sought to leave a kingdom
where their conscience had no freedom, in order to emi-
grate to Protestant lands. The government wanted to
compel them to remain in France, to become good
Catholics, to bring up their children in Catholicism. A
guard was set at the frontiers; the Protestants, seek-
ing to escape, were captured, the men were sent to the
galleys, and the women to prison. Those who were